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Marists of Champagnat in Mission

September 2021 LayUp

During the Summer of 2021 Marists of Champagnat participated in the mission of the USA Province with
their time, gifts and presence. Read about the many ways Lay women, Lay men and Marist Brothers
made Jesus known and loved especially to youth.

Marists of Champagnat worked with Province

The following Marists of Champagnat are sharing

Leadership and the Lay Marist Council.

their talents with committees of the Lay Marist

The Lay Marist Council added 2 new members,

Council.

Erin Kelly and Matt Fallon.

Cristina Cruz from Miami, FL is assisting the
Erin Kelly from Chicago, IL.

Communications Committee.
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Michelle Khawam from Ohio is assisting the
Matt Fallon the Marist Young Adult Director.

Ongoing Formation Committee.

Michael Bourie from Massachusetts is assisting
with the Membership Committee.

Ellen Salmi VanCleef is the new Associate Director of Evangelization. Congratulations Ellen! Your
skills, faith and welcoming presence will be a wonderful addition to the Office of Marist Life and Mission.

Br. Ernesto Sanchez, Ellen Salmi VanCleef and Br. Ken Hogan
Thank you to the Marists of Champagnat that served on
the search committees for the Associate Director of Evangelization and for the Executive Director of the
MBCE positions.
Vicki Blaszak, Matt Fallon, Maureen Hagan
Br. Hank Hammar and Br. Owen Ormsby
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Jim O'Neill served as the Campus Minister at
Camp Marist. Jim provided faith filled
experiences to the young people and staff at
Camp Marist by planning and implementing
meaningful prayer and ritual experiences

Jim O'Neill
Religion Department Head
Central Catholic High School

Marist Brother Center at Esopus
Mid-Hudson Valley camp

In the summer months, the MBCE opens its gates as the
Mid-Hudson Valley Camp (MHVC) – home to week-long
camps serving distinct populations. Starting in the 1970’s,
the MHVC has now grown into nine sleep-away camps
geared towards individuals with developmental, mental and
physical disabilities, deaf children, children living with
cancer and inner-city students.

The following
Marists of
Champagnat
gave of their time to
help young people
and adults, who are in
need, have the week
of their summer at
MHVC.
Miriam Eisenmenger
Br. Peter Guadalupe
Nina Lokar
Dan O’Reilly
Valerie Savino

MHVC is staffed entirely by volunteers who are offered a
week of fulfillment and opportunities to learn about humility,
patience and gain new perspectives on life – all while
tucked away in the aesthetic beauty of the Hudson Valley. A
unifying atmosphere of respect, joy and boundless love has
come to define the Mid-Hudson Valley Camp.

For more information
check out the MHVC
website:
https://www.maristbrot
herscenter.org/midhudson-valley-camps/
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Miriam Eisenmenger, center in the red Esopus shirt, stated this about her time at the
MHVC this past summer.
"This was definitely a summer of new experiences for me, as I was first called on to cook for the 2
days of Camp Angels day visits, my usual MHVC week. This was not my usual role, but with the
help and expertise of Br. John Dunning, I made it through without poisoning anyone, and was able
to see the smiling faces of some of our long-time campers--who are now quite a bit taller than me-and meet their parents. While we lamented not being able to have a full week of camp, we were
able to celebrate the fact that we could get together at all.
A few weeks later, I was able to branch out this summer and join the "family" of two Special
Camps--KIDS2 and Adult Vacation--as what we affectionately call a "SPA Queen" (Special
Activities/Arts & Crafts). Each experience, not only introduced me to its own beautiful group of
people--campers, vacationers, staff, and families-- but provided me a renewed appreciation for
those of us called to the Marist Mission."
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The purpose of the Marist Leadership Institute
(MLI) is to assist participants in integrating and
promoting the Marist/Champagnat heritage in
their personal and professional lives and to
become catalysts for future development of this
heritage within their educational ministries.
Participation in the MLI will prepare present and
future Marist leaders through their ongoing
formation in pedagogy, educational leadership
and management, as well as in spirituality, the

Thank you to the
Marists of Champagnat
that participated in the
MLI in July 2021.
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Matt Fallon
Maureen Hagan
Br. Hank Hammer
Richard Karsten
Br. Todd Patnaude
Br. Steve Schlitte
Chris Sullivan
Melissa Valdez

evangelization of youth, justice, and solidarity. (In
the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: A Vision
for Marist Education Today # 31)
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August 2-6, 2021
Crown Point, Indiana

•

Each school delegation returned home ready to run a day
program for the freshman class as an introduction to the
Marist Family and what it means to be Marist Youth.

•

Each student developed leadership skills in the areas of:
small group facilitation, public speaking (presentation vs

Translate

Here are the
Marists of Champagnat
that participated.
Mike Bourie
Dorothy DeNoto
Matt Fallon
Br. Peter Guadalupe
Maureen Hagan
Ed Kennedy
Valerie Savino
Earline Tweedie

witness talk), leading prayer and worship, and peer to peer
leadership.

•

A sense of community and connectedness was created
among the students, Marist young adults & adult Marist
leaders of our Province and region.

Dorothy DeNoto with her small group.
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"I was blessed to be able to mentor 15 year olds from Marist schools around the country this past summer.
They were training to be future Marist retreat leaders. Their shared Christian spirit was a testimonial to the
strength of the Marist charism at work with-in each of them. May they continue to evangelize with the
grace of our Blessed Mother in their hearts!"

Magnificat Farm in Jackson Kentucky

Lay Marist Ellen (nee Salmi, RC ‘08) and her husband Josh Van Cleef have been leading Holy
Cross Catholic Church in Jackson, KY an area known for its challenges of poverty and addiction.
Magnificat Farm welcomes Marists wishing to serve the community, build the kingdom of God, and
be transformed by grace. A group of Marist Young Adults, Brothers and Lay Marists built a new
chapel in the woods on the property of Magnificat Farm in 2018. This chapel was dedicated to the
spirit and charism of St. Marcellin Champagnat and will be named the Violets Chapel, after
Champagnat imagery of three violets to represent the three main characteristics of Marist
Spirituality, namely Simplicity, Humility and Modesty.

These Marists of Champagnat
spent time in August working on the
Violets Chapel on Magnificat Farm in Jackson.
Matt Fallon
Maureen Hagan
Br. Dan O'Riordan
Br. Owen Ormsby
Ellen Salmi VanCleef
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Josh, on the right, with the frame of the Violets Chapel in the background.

Marist Global Network of the
Schools
The Marist Global Network of Schools offers a

Translate

These Marists of Champagnat
represent the US for the Marist
Global Network of the Schools.

GLOBAL SPACE for the entire Marist school
community to have the opportunity to meet
globally and contribute to initiatives such as:

•

Cultivating Marist identity and sense of
belonging-

•

Share experiences and best practices.

•

Fostering synergies and collaboration

•

Promoting exchange among members of
the school community

•

Carrying out international academic
projects.

•

Erin Kelly from Marist High School in
Chicago, IL

Promoting solidarity and social
transformation.

•

… and many other proposals that will
emerge while the Network is being
woven.

For more information check out the
website:
https://www.champagnat.global
/en/marist-global-network-schoolsresources/

Tony Cantu from Saint Joseph
School in Brownsville, TX

Marists of Champagnat

Marists of Champagnat

Click the link below for a description
of Ongoing Faith Formation

For more information, contact
Maureen Hagan
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Opportunities.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d
/1O81Fxq3odpsrkQ_M6RJx0lHDt6_4sVz/view?usp=sharing
Sign up by Wednesday 10/6/21
using the form in the PDF or the
online Google Form.
https://docs.google.com/forms
/d/1dBehGjcquIY6qq5EGev6WV17U
gLVRoVuLc7W7ZiTxIc
/edit?usp=sharing

at mhagan8486@gmail.com

CHECK OUT THE

Translate

MARISTS OF CHAMPAGNAT USA
WEBSITE

See What is happening globally
for Marists.
JOIN the International Marists
of Champagnat Email List
https://champagnat.us15.listmanage.com/subscribe
/post?u=1492de9c2bf8459460e
5e55b7&id=bd88748491

Our next cohort is 2022!
January 2nd to June 6th.
Mark your calendars to join us for Cohort 2.

Who is eligible?

•

Adults who are willing to walk in the
footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat to
make Jesus known and loved, especially
to those in need. You may have been
touched by the Marist charism in a Marist
school or ministry in the US.

Why participate?

•

You are interested in serving in
communion with the Marist brothers in the
US schools and ministries on a deeper
level.

What is the commitment?
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5 Webinars - bimonthly for 1.5 hours from
February to April

•

Discernment week in May

•

Participate in conversations with a
mentor/companion

•

Commitment ceremony on 6/6/22

News from the Lay Marist Council
Resources Available
Many have shared it can be challenging to get something going

Further Reading

near you. Don't wait for someone else to do it. We need people
willing to start building groups and communities, start with an

Water From the Rock

invitation. The link below contains some guidelines and prayer
templates to help. Please reach out if you need some assistance!

Gathered Around the

Click here for Marist Gathering Resources

Same Table

Want more information about Marists of Champagnat?

Being A Lay Marist

Click here for more information on Marists of Champagnat

In the Footsteps of
Marcellin Champagnat

Let us remember ...
Those who have died, especially our Marist Brothers, and Lay women and
men, may they rest in the love of God eternally for making Jesus known and
loved.
In thanksgiving for all Marists of Champagnat in the USA, may they be guided
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For our nation to be a beacon of hope and a channel of peace for the
downtrodden, homeless and suffering.
In gratitude, for our family and friends who remind us that God is ever present.

... To pray for each other!
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If you have news you'd like to share about regional Marist gatherings, prayer
requests, or announcements of things to come, please submit them by
replying to this email!
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